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TRIP Dance Theatre opens 10th season with a bold new multi-media work raising awareness of environmental issues. Dynamic husband and wife duo direct their ninth evening of contemporary music and dance.

POISONING THE WELL
April 13 - 29, 2007 (Three Week Run)
Fridays & Saturdays at 8 p.m. / Sundays at 6 p.m.
Unknown Theater 
1110 North Seward Street, Hollywood, CA 90038 
ADMISSION:
$18 Online / $24 Door Admission

INFO/TIX: www.unknowntheater.com / (323) 466-7781


Hollywood, California - TRIP Dance Theatre opens its tenth season with the premiere of "Poisoning the Well" - a powerful, multi-media work tackling humankind's complex relationship with the earth. Through dynamic contemporary dance, sculptural costume design, stunning video imagery, shadow play, and live, original music featuring amplified handmade instruments, TRIP Dance Theatre celebrates the way nature feeds our souls whilst exploring the dramatic and often devastating impact humans are making on the planet. 

With beauty, drama and humor - this acclaimed ensemble brings to life the worlds of cranes, trees, monkeys, fish, humans and polar bears in arctic landscapes, swirling gyres of plastic, rice patties, red tides and forests of aspen trees. 

Poisoning the Well features choreography by TRIP Artistic Director Monica Favand Campagna in collaboration with the members of TRIP Dance Theatre: Denesa Chan, Andriana Mitchell, Craig Ng, Tomas Tamayo & Taryn Wayne. The performance features video design by Cal Arts graduate and long-time TRIP collaborator, Carol Gehring and original music by Music Director Charlie Campagna, whose compositions have been called "hallucinatory" (Backstage West) - music that "seduces you with an impressive array of textures and rhythms." (Los Angeles Times). 

World-class percussionist Hector Torres and guitarists Campagna and Andy Tabb perform live - their musical grab bag an assortment of hand-made Campagna designed instruments in addition to electronics and traditional string and percussion instruments. Two-time Horton Award winner for costume design, Favand Campagna, offers dramatic costume design created in part with recycled materials ("trash") such as bubble wrap, plastic bags, metal keys and plastic bottle tops.


40% of our ocean's surface is covered in plastic. The world manufactures 4-5 trillion plastic bags per year. One million sea birds die annually from consumption of plastics. Facts like these, and articles, such as the brilliant Los Angeles Times series, "Altered Oceans" inspired Favand Campagna to take action to raise environmental awareness through her art. The choreographer decided to create a work that would both entertain and educate. Nature has inspired Favand Campagna's work for over a decade. "Poisoning the Well" is both an ode to the beauty of the natural world, as well as a window into scenes unfolding in ocean gyres and mountain tops all over the globe. 


The symbolism of the community well is ancient, strong and widespread in cultures across the globe - from the I Ching of China to the "Vesica Piscis" symbol of the Celts.  The well provides the water essential to life and represents the source of life, a meeting place of the community, the universal truths that bring people together. What does it mean that we poison our own well? Are we cutting ourselves off from a deep and essential part of our selves?

Several comedic sequences, such as “Text Off”, which gives audience members the opportunity to decide which species get to share our earth’s shrinking real estate and a cooking show featuring recipes for red tide sushi and peanut butter and jellyfish sandwiches, humorously expose the consequences of our human inattention to prevalent environmental issues. Program notes will give audience members a way to find out more about a particular issue.

Recently, Favand Campagna had the opportunity to travel to Phnom Penh, Cambodia thanks to a State Department funded "Choreographer Arts Management" Fellowship. For two weeks she offered workshops in arts management and choreography to 18 students and teachers at the Royal University of Fine Arts. Her travels to Cambodia inform "Poisoning the Well" - for instance, she fell in love with the "monkey dance" and the Cambodian's easy ability to form human pyramids – both of which inform “Poisoning the Well”. Her love of German Expressionist and Butoh also affect the movement approach taken with this work. Tai chi, shadow play, the Filipino Tinikling (crane) dance and aerial work are but a few of the many multi-cultural elements that combine with TRIP Dance Theatre’s organic and expressive movement style.

As part of the process of creating "Poisoning the Well", all members of TRIP Dance Theatre have donated to an environmental cause, educated themselves about several environmental issues and spent time in nature - collecting physical memories brought to the work. 

The creation and production of "Poisoning the Well" was made possible in part by funding received from the Dance: Creation to Performance program, funded by The James Irvine Foundation and administered by Dance/USA.


Unknown Theater is located at 1110 North Seward Street in Hollywood, 3 blocks East of Highland and 50 feet North of Santa Monica. FREE PARKING is available in the theatre parking lot, 1 block North of Unknown Theater at the Southeast corner of Seward St. & Lexington. 

We are online at www.tripdance.org.








ABOUT TRIP DANCE THEATRE:

TRIP Dance Theatre, founded in 1996 by artistic director Monica Favand Campagna, combines dynamic contemporary dance with original music, led by lead composer and music director Charlie Campagna, and stunning visual components such as video, slide, set and costume design. In addition to many collaborators, the ensemble draws together the unique backgrounds and talents of five dancers, who bring extensive training in modern dance and ballet. German Expressionist, African and Indonesian dance styles as well as experience in Tai Chi and Japanese Butoh flavor the company's powerfully expressive and organic movement style. TRIP’s five core musicians perform live for concerts and improvise weekly at the company’s “Sacred Spaces” improvisational dance workshops in Santa Monica, CA.

TRIP has created 11 evening-length works and offered over 100 performances in more than 30 venues in Los Angeles, Philadelphia and New York, including three performances at the Ford Amphitheatre in Hollywood, and six locally and national syndicated public television appearances as part of the annual "Holiday Celebration" event, filmed live from the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion. 

Recent TRIP projects include "Breath & Bone" which toured to Joyce Soho in New York, and enjoyed sold out runs at the Ivy Substation in Culver City (2004) and Unknown Theatre (2006). 

In the summer of 2006, TRIP joined forces with Regina Klenjoski Dance Company, the TRIP Music Ensemble and Moira Smiley & VOCO to present a concert of original music and dance, Synergy, at the Ford Amphitheater. The company received three recent Horton Award nominations for this concert, including, Choreography (“Tether”), Ensemble Performance (Entire Concert) and Original Music (Ron Bartlett, Charlie Campagna and Moira Smiley)

In December 2006, TRIP enjoyed a thrilling collaboration with San Francisco's KITKA (Eastern European vocal ensemble) who sang live with the company as part of TRIP's sixth performance in the annual "Holiday Celebration" at the Dorothy Chandler Meanwhile, Favand Campagna's "Moonlight on the Winter Ice" with original music by Charlie Campagna was part of a National PBS broadcast in December, 2006.

Most recently, TRIP Dance Theatre performed “Beneath the Water” at the Alex Theater in Glendale as part of the 2007 Celebrate Dance Festival.
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